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The First World War (1914-1918) involved many of the 
world’s nations. 

How Did the War Start? 
On 28th June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria 
was assassinated just before his ascension to the throne. 
This event is often seen as the main cause of the First 
World War.

Which Countries Were Involved? 
The two opposing sides were known as the Allied Powers 
(including Great Britain, France and Russia) and the 
Central Powers (including Germany, Austria-Hungary  
and Bulgaria).

How Did the War End? 
The First World War ended on 11th November 1918 when 
Germany requested an armistice, which is an agreement 
for both sides to stop fighting.
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The First World War Quick Questions
Which of the following is the best 
description of this text type? Tick one. 
 

   biography 
   instructional text 

 
When the war began in 1914, many 
people assumed that it would be over 
by Christmas. 
What does the word ‘assume’ mean?

  

 
Why do you think the First World War is known as a 
‘world’ war? 

  

 

Sum up what you have learnt about the First World War 
in one sentence. 

  

 

Did You Know…?

When the war began in 1914, many people assumed 
that it would be over by Christmas.
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   fact file 
   narrative
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The First World War Answers
Which of the following is the best 
description of this text type? Tick one. 
 

   biography 
   instructional text 

 
When the war began in 1914, many 
people assumed that it would be over 
by Christmas. 
What does the word ‘assume’ mean?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: 
The word ‘assume’ means to think 
something will happen without having 
any evidence to prove it. 
 
Why do you think the First World War is known as a 
‘world’ war? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think it was known as 
a ‘world’ war because the text says it involved many of 
the world’s nations.

Sum up what you have learnt about the First World War 
in one sentence. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I have learnt that the 
two sides were called the Allied Powers and the Central 
Powers.

   fact file 
   narrative

The First World War (1914-1918) involved many of the 
world’s nations. 

How Did the War Start? 
On 28th June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria 
was assassinated just before his ascension to the throne. 
This event is often seen as the main cause of the First 
World War.

Which Countries Were Involved? 
The two opposing sides were known as the Allied Powers 
(including Great Britain, France and Russia) and the 
Central Powers (including Germany, Austria-Hungary  
and Bulgaria).

How Did the War End? 
The First World War ended on 11th November 1918 when 
Germany requested an armistice, which is an agreement 
for both sides to stop fighting.
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Did You Know…?

When the war began in 1914, many people assumed 
that it would be over by Christmas.
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