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During the First World War, horses played a vital role in 
the war effort. When the war broke out in 1914, the War 
Office needed to urgently find around half a million horses 
to go into battle. 

Many horses, including carthorses, farm horses and 
racehorses, from the UK and further afield were 
requisitioned and transported across the Channel to begin 
their new military roles; they were used in cavalry, to 
haul guns and supplies or to carry ammunition.

Helping Hooves Quick Questions
Which word or phrase from the text 
means ‘connected with the armed 
forces’? Tick one. 
 

   First World War 
   ammunition 

 
Explain why horses are described as 
playing a ‘vital role’ in the war effort. 

�  

�

�

Why has the glossary section been included in the text?  

�  

�

How do you think the owners may have felt when their 
horses were requisitioned? Explain your answer. 

�  

�

Glossary

cavalry: The part of the army that fought on horseback.

requisitioned: When something has been demanded 
by the government, especially during a war or an 
emergency.

War Office: the part of 
the government that was 
responsible for the army.
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Helping Hooves Answers
Which word or phrase from the text 
means ‘connected with the armed 
forces’? Tick one. 
 

   First World War 
   ammunition 

 
Explain why horses are described as 
playing a ‘vital role’ in the war effort. 
 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: They 
played a vital role because they were 
needed for so many important jobs that 
helped the military during the war. 

Why has the glossary section been included in the text? 
 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The glossary section has 
been included to explain the meaning of key technical 
words so the reader can understand the text.

How do you think the owners may have felt when their 
horses were requisitioned? Explain your answer. 
 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: They may have felt 
upset to lose their animal, especially if it was carrying 
out an important role. However, they may have 
understood that it was playing an important role 
in the war effort.

   military 
   supplies

During the First World War, horses played a vital role in 
the war effort. When the war broke out in 1914, the War 
Office needed to urgently find around half a million horses 
to go into battle. 

Many horses, including carthorses, farm horses and 
racehorses, from the UK and further afield were 
requisitioned and transported across the Channel to begin 
their new military roles; they were used in cavalry, to 
haul guns and supplies or to carry ammunition.

Glossary

cavalry: The part of the army that fought on horseback.

requisitioned: When something has been demanded 
by the government, especially during a war or an 
emergency.

War Office: the part of 
the government that was 
responsible for the army.
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